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Of the Proceedings againfgt the Obfervator at the SefionseHox/je in the Oid-Baily. ‘The 
Form of ata Inditi ment againft the Obfervator, for Robert. Stevens to give to the Grand 
jury the mext Seifions. Some Queries toa Counfellor at Law, concerning S:evens’s Pro- 
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Obf. Oneft Country-man | wonder how 
you came tobe fo Imposd upon, 


as to bring me an Account from 
London that a Bill was found againft me az the 
Old. Baily, when there was no fuch thing done; 
for f have an Account in my: Hand, by. Letecr 
from London, that the Grand jury were all good 
Proteftant Gentlemen, and did not think it cons 
venient to find a Perion Guilty of Writing againft 
Popery, which they eftcemed no Crime, and 


therefore very Honourably found the Bill Jgud- | 


ramus, You muit take heed of being Impofed 
npon; falfe Stories may do us a Mifchief. 
Country-7. 1 proteft,, Mr. Obfervator, I 
thonght Thad it from the beft Hands; for your 
Printer and Publifher told me fo, juft ab they 
were come from Court, and had beca Sworn 
as Evidence againit you. But upon my coming 
to Town this Time, I went to a Coffee-Houfe 
to fee how matters ftood, where I found a par- 
cel of Engis/h Proteftant Citizens Rejoycing, 
that the Honeft Obfervator was Acquitted at 
the Seffions- Houfe in the Old- Bayly, which made 
me prick up my Ears, and with a great deal of 
Joy { was juft going to the Gentlemen to know 
the Circumftances, but one of them popt outa 
Word I did not very well like; for he faid the 
Country.man was a meer Knave to carry the 
Obfervator fuch a falfe Story: I ¢’en rub’d off, 
for fear 1 fhonld be known, and be well Drub’d 
for Lying. Hereupon ! trudg’d away to 
Mt.How,and was very Angry with him for tell- 
ing me fuch a Falfhood; But he told me that he 
Wasimpofed upon as well as my felf, after this 
manner: As foon as He and Mr. Zragg, had gi- 
ven their Evidence before che Grand Jury, one 
Rolert Stevens, which goes at London by the 
ame of Rolin Hog, came to them and told 
them that the Grand-Jury had found the Bill 
ine you, and that they muft both of ’em 


enter into Recognizance, to appear as Evidence. 
phe you the next Seffiens, which they accor - 


Tey did in open Court, on the Penalty of 
enty Pound each 3 this was endugh to con. 
"ince Mr. How that the Bill was indeed ‘found 
“ainft you, for it could noc. be imagined 
any Onecould have the Impudence to mif- 
p refer, after fuch an Infolent mannner, the 
Bartedings of a Court of juftice. About an 
vat after this (when the Jury had Examined 
an the Bill, and hed compared it with the Ob- 
Thee vf on which it was Founded, which was 
tof the gth cf Sune laft, Number 17; and 
th atly that part of it in the third Co- 
the Being to the Papifts) the Jury found 
ill Lgnoramus, However this Robert Ste- 


ae 8aVe ont that the Bill was found againft 


From Saiirday Joly the roth, co Cliednesnay Juiy the 14th, 1703. 
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» aid fome.of the Popith Hawkers made a | Cours’ of Juflite. When you brought me, not 
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Noife m the: Streets that the Obfereator was 
Convidted, -which was fo politively affirmed 
about Town, that many Perfans:went to the 
Gentlemen of the Jury to be aflured of the mui- 
ter of Fact. Vil affare you Sir, the Pecple at 
Loudon are in a Thovland Thongiis, how at 
this time of Day a Gentleman, who has only 
Wrote.in- Defence of my Queens Right to the Crown, 
and: of the Rights of Parliament, fhould come 
to be Profecuted in the Queens Name, and by 
Her Avthority for Writing againft the Papifts. . 

Obf. Vil unravel to ‘you, and all the Prote- 
ftana-Gentlemen of England, this Miftery of 
Iniquity.- ‘his Robert Stevens is a Fellow that 
was employ’d as Meflenger of the Prefs in 
former Reigns; He was the Tool of Papifts 
and Tories; and in thofe Days when Packing of 
Juries were in fahhion, if Feffertes, Father Peter, 
Burton and Graham, Brent, or any of that Gang, 
had a mind to take off a-Man. under pretence 
of Law, Robi never wanted. a Jury and Evi- 
dence to accomplifh it; and many times, when 
his Kvidence fail’d him either thro’ their /gno- 
vance in the Caufe, or the Squeamifhnefs of their 
Confciences, Robin turned Evidence Him- 
felf, and was often fo Unfortunate as to Swear 
beyond his Knowledge, for which he has feve- 
ral times been Indiéted for Perjury. Thefe In- 
di&tments at large have been Printed and Pob- 
lifhed in the Fiying-Poft. And in a Weekly Pa- 
per Publith’d aboug Twenty Years ago, call’d, 
News from Parnaflus, you have avery good 
Account, I don't fay of his Honeft Adtions, and 
therein he is dignify’d and diftinguifh’d by the 
Title of Don Roberto Efteven del Porco, He is a 
Perfon that has not.the gaod Word of one Ho- 
neft. Man in England, hardly of the greateft 
Knave; for by his Superlative Vices he became 


fo very Scandalous, that he was turn’d out of | 


all Employment in the late Reign; and tho’ he 


impudently and to the Difreputation of the, 


prefent Government, pretends himfelf now to 
be a Mejfenger in Fee, it is abominably falfe: 
The Reputation of the prefent Miniltry is fuch 
as cannot admis of the Service of a Perfon of 
fuch a Character ; and I dare engage, upon en- 
quiry, he had no Authority from the Govern- 
ment to prefer this Bill againft me; tho’ my 
Letter teils me he had the Impudence to brea 
rudely into the Room on the Grand Fury, and 
ask them Whether the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
ral muft toait fo long upon them to find a Bill? 
However he induftrioufly throfts Himfelf into 
Bufinefs, and is the Common Plague of Mankind; 
he’s a Newgate Solicitor, or an Old-Baily Minifter, 
tho’ "tis much wonder’d a Perfon fo Scandalous 
fhould be Suffer’d-to difturb and perplex a 
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tong fince, an Account of the Popifh-Club in | 

Block-Fryars, he became a Sollicisor tor the Pa- 
pits, and carry’d the Orders of their Club to 
the Secretary of State, and, as he faid fatisfy’d the 
Secretary shat tie People of the Club were In- 
nocent Perions ; and then he brought the faid 

,Orders to me, which I never Read, but told him 
1 Read As of Parliament, and not Club-Orders, 
which howfoever Innocent, the Perfons ought 
to be Profecuted according to the Laws of Exz- 
land. Atthis very Seflions he was bufie in Clear- 
ing the Perfons taken fome time fince in Rom- 
ney- March, as coming from France: So that Ho- 
neft Robin had two good Caufes, one to Clear 
the Exemics of our Country, and the otber,to find 
One of Her Majzftics beft Friends Guilty. 

It feems iideed very ftrange, that a Perfon 
fhould be Jndidted for Writing againft the Papifts ; 
but “sisno great Wonder when ‘Robin Stevens 
is the Profecutor; for he never, es [ could hear 
of, Profecuted one Enemy againft the Govern- 
ment: He is fo open handed as to let the Exor- 
bitant Grants of King William flip thro’ his Fin- 
gers, tho’ in it is contained the higheft Refls@i- 
ons on that great Prince, by whofe Fatherly 
Care, and Inimitable Courage and Condud, we 
now enjoy the Liberties and Priviledges of our 
dear Country; and alfo in it is contained the 
higheft Treafon againf& our: mofk Gracious and 
Lawful Soveraiga Lady thas is pofliale for a Pen 
to be guilty of: Iday, he could let this Book 
flip thro’ his Fingers, and yet could be fo clofe 
Fifted as to catch a fingle half Sheet of Paper 
written only in Defence of Her Majefties Right, 
and the Autbority of Parliament. We can only 
guefs at the Perfons that fet the Infamous Tool 
on Work: We may eafily fee the Poppets 
advance on the Stage, when we cannot perceive 
the Wires which makes them Dance and cut 
Capers: The People behind the Curtain are 
not feen till the Jack- Pudding has got the Com- 
pany together and then fhow themfelves in their 
Colours, Whether Xobins Friends,the Papifis, or 
his Brethren, the Jews, or my old Friends of che 
Vidustling were the Contrivers of this Profecu- 
tion, it matters not ; the Honefty of the latter, 
may be Smelt at this prefent at Cuckolds- Point, 
and at the Red-Houfe at Deptford , and the others 
in time, by the good and wholefome Laws of 

England, may Stink full as bad. 

Country-m. I proteft, Mafter Ofervator, you 
are the mofs Unhappy Man in the whole World, 
the Papijts, hey Swear they will AZa/facre you, 


the Jems will Circumcife you, and if Mrs. Tyr- | 


connel Catches you, you'l nardly efcape without 
Caftration, the High-Fliers wil] blow you up 
a Bagg of Oat-Adeal above the Welkin, the good 
Folks of the Nevy will Keel-baw! you, and have 
you Drubb’d at the Geers, I don’t Banter, Sir, 
for a very Honeft Gentleman fays, That Xobin 
Stevens sold him, tho. you efcaped this, tinie be 
would bamper you the next Seffions, and would get 
all things in better Order for that purpofe than now ; 
good Sir, have a Care, there’s a Plot againf you. 

Obf. No moreagaioft me than againit every 
Honeft Man in England, only | ftand. more in 
the way than others, would have them the 
next Seflions come sa the Point, and Indic the 
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tain the Rights of Queen Ann to the Imp. 
Crowns of Englend,Scotland,and Ireland ang 
Dominions and Territories thereunto bgl,, 
ing: That eiter the fame Manger he did Ale 
the Priviledge and Authority of the Pat liamey. 
England, and did Adaintaim, T hat the Pep é 
England were a Free-People : That he not hay, 
the fear of God befcre his. Eyes, Gc. dig p, 
dicate the Incarnaticn and Adeasation of cur Bis 
fed Saviour Jefus Chrift againkt tie Fems. py 
were His Crucifiers, That he did Traiteroyfy 
and Seditioufly, in feveral of his Papers oJ 
particularly in that of the sth of June lah fog 
which there wes an Indictment broughe ; 
againft him the laft Seffions, call che preteng, 
Prince of Wales, (The ether Hope of the Jacobits 
and Papifts England, and of the. Non-joray 
Clergy of Scotland) by the Ignominzions Ti, 
of JDerkitt, and him (the pretended Pring 
of Waies meaning) has often Calumniated 
Afperfed, and Evil Treated: Thay 
hath endeavoured to Subvert the Evil pj 
cipline of the Navy, and t0.co the Sailon 
Juftice in Refpect of Provifions and Pay; al 
which has tended to the Deftrudtion of th 
French King, the great Ally of the Facubity 
and Papifts in England. And that he not fy 
ving the fear of God before his Eyes has fp. 
deavoured to Subvert the Governments of Bani 
and Whores, by Writing againft Vice, Prop 
nefs, and all manner of Immorality : Li theylp. 
di& me to the purpofe, ic mufk be upon thee 
Heads; for my Writings are all co this kfsd, 
lam fo far from Writmg againft Her Majefies 
Government, that IJ never yet entertained am ih 
Thought of Her Majefly, and by Fuftifying the. 
Authority of Parliament, 1do but maintain tha 
Power by which I enjoy my Freedom aa 
Englifhman, \don’t value hundreds of their 
indi&ments, when | am Try’d by fuch Under 
on true Englifhmen as 1 had on my lit 
“Jury. . 

And prithee, Honelt Country-man,when thos 
goéft next to London call upon Mr. Counfelow 
, and defire him to fend me his Opini- 
on en the following Queries.: | 

1. Whether it be practicable to prefer: 
Bill againft a Perfon, before he is ‘takes into 
Cuftody by Warant,or has Notice of his Offem 
or Profecution ; fince, if the Bill be found againt 
him, he is-committed to Prifon by the Bench 
of Juftices, and cannot be difcharged till the 
next Seflions ; efpecially againft fuch a perfonss 
the Obfervator, whofe Prefence is daily required 
relating to Complaints, now before Her Majt- 
fty and Council,of Mifmanagemens, which tend 
to the Subverfion of Her Majefties Government 
and the Ruin of England? 

2. Whether it be Legal to make Perfons 
Enter into Recognizance to appear next Sefl- 
ons as Evidence £0 a Bill, which was difmilt by 
the Grand Jury the Seflions before ? | 
~ 3. Whether fach a Perfon 2s Robert Stevtm, — 
is not a Scandal to Courts of Judicature, and 
whether it be not a Bifcouragement to Get 
tlemen to ferve on Juries when fuch a perioa 
as the {aid Stevens fhall Mifreprefent their Ac 
ons, and Belye them thro’ the City of 
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Obfervator, for that He not having the fear of 
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and highly Scandalize them, by reporting They 


God before bis Eyes, did Wickedly, Falfly,Ma- | had found a Bill againft a Gentleman for his 


, a 





licioufly, Trayterovfly, and Seditioufly Adain- |. Writing againft Popery. 


London, Printed by F. How, at the Seven Stars, in Talbot-Court, in Grace-Church-Strttt 
and Sold by 3B. Bragg, at the Blew-Ball in Avemary-Lane, 1703. 








